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Briſa wan foe thee that haſt wnowledge,”- 
ce. 1. Cor. "ru 10. 11. 13. 133 
De ocraſion of 
IJ thele 'woozdes 
was this ..CTIhE 
\ Dy Paul as a father, 


perverted the Fake . T of —— <p 
leekingrod)awdiſcſples vnrothfſelues, 
and p2evaſled fo much, that they had 
manns them tothe bent of their bow: foꝛ 
ſome moulde follow this teacher, and 
ſome that, wherwith many godlye men 
amõg che were ſoze. d, c ſignified 
the ae viitothe Apoſtlel v their letters: 
Aud with al moved diuers doubts wher- 
ofofie was, concerning meats ſacrificey 
to tdoles, whervnto he anſwereth in this 
chapter; and in this over. Firſt, hee re- 
p2oveth them, that vppon an overwee- 
bella of 25 owne mn 
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ſed the ſame without charitie . Second» 
ly, he declareth that the meate ſacrificed 
vnto Jdoles , was ofthe number of thoſe 
thinges which are by nature meere in- 
different, and of themſelues, do neither 
hinder noz further the lalvation of him 
that vſeth them. And thirdly , he repoz. 
teth the raſhneſſeof them, that vſe ſuch 
things to the offence of others, as in this 
tert at large is declared. The ſume wher 
ol is thus much, that wee ought lo dif- 
creetely to behaue our ſelues in our chri⸗ 
ſian liberty, that wee doe not thereby 
olfend our weake bzother. The partes 
whereof are theſe. 

1. The manner how, they vſed their 
liberty to the offence ok others. verſe. 
10. 

2. The Apoſtles reaſons to dillwade 
them from that pꝛactize.verſ. 11.12.13. 
which reaſons are thzceefold , The ſirit 
is dꝛalune from the hurt that is done to 
our bꝛother ver. 1 1. The lecond from the 
perſonnes, againſt 1 —1 hee ſinneth. 
verſ. 12, And the thitd hee dzaweth 
from hisowne reſolution. 3 

Now 
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Now to the firſt part. 

1. The manner how they vled their 
libe2ty tothe offence ofothers. 

For if any man ſee thee that haſt 
knowledge. ic. verſ. the 10. As if hee 
had ſaide thus in plaine termes. There 
are amongſt you Corinthians, ſome, 
that ſo much pꝛeſũe of their owne know 
ledge that without regard ok their weak 
bzethzen runne into the Jdoles temples, 
and there eate the meates that haue bene 
ſacrificed vnto Idols, and therby incou- 
rage them by eating to giue the ſame res 
verence to the Jdole, which they did, be; 
foze they were converted vnto Chꝛiſt. 

Out of theſe woozdes , If any man 
ſee thee, Tee obſerue firſt that a chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian ought to be well adviſed in the pꝛa⸗ 
ctize of things indifferent, who ſeeth 
him, leaſt hee ſhould offend his weake 
bꝛother by the want of due coſideration: 
the reaſon whereofis this, that if hee o- 
mitte this dutie, hee bzingeth a curſe vp- 
on himſelfe which is to heavy foꝛ all 
the woꝛld to beare, as our ſaviour Chꝛiſt 
fozewarneth. It cannot hee avoided but 
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that offences will come, but woe bee to 
him by whome they come. It were bet- 
ter foꝛ him that a greate milſtone were 
hanged about his neck, and that he were 
caſt into the ſea, then that hee ſhould ol- 
fend one of theſe little ones. Luk. 1 7.1. 2. 
Therefoꝛe it is verpnececſſarie that wee 
ſhould regarde them that looke vppon 
our actions. There are 2. ſoꝛts ot loo- 

vs, 1. God: 2. his creatures. 
God;zin?bery action looketh vpon the in- 
tent ofthe heart, in whole ſight nothing 
is good, except it bee doone in ſinceritye 


and obedience to his will. Deut. 12. 3 2. 


1. Sam. 16.7. Proverb.2 3. 26. There⸗ 
foze in regard of God, our actions are 
not well donne when they are well donne 
outwardly , but when the fountaine, J 
meane, the heart is pure and vacozrupe. 


Fo? no ſtreame is ſweete, which cõmeth 


from a lower ſpꝛing. 


The ſecond ſoꝛte of beholders are 
Gods creatures. And they are either ce- 
leſtiall, oz terreſtriall. The celeſtiall are 
the angels, who beholde not onlye vs in 
karch, but alſo the face of God in — 

ath, 
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Math. 18, 70. And are rg A 
oz to puniſh as . his wil 

34 Tc &. 103. 20. He 

is manifeſted by Senacheri 5 oy; ; 
the deliveranceof Eluba beſieged Be. 
than 2. Reg. 19,35%. & G. 17. There. 
foze as thou oughteſt by reaſon of. the att», 


gell to tẽper thy tongue iro evill wozds,, 


lo oughteſt thou to bee carefull ot thy at · 
tions in his fight Eccleſ. 5 . 

The terreſtriall creatures that behold. 
vs, are either vnreſonable,oz indued with 


reaſon. The vnreaſonable N- 


behold vs, ought to alktay vs, left, 
Balaams Aſſe had a mans voice riot 
to rep2ooue the fooliſhnes of his maiſterz 
ſo theſe ſhould bee pꝛoduted againſt vs as 
witnelles of our actions which wee haue 
donne in their p2eſence, Foꝛ ikir bee lo 
that a man ought not to curſe the king, 
no not in his thought, lealk the fanlesg of 
the aire bew1ay him: hom much moze 
ſhould wee bee affraide, to do anything 
againſt the will af our God in the light 
ok his creatures, whether ſcnſles02 ſen- 


Able „Eccleſ. 10. 20. The reaſonable 
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cre@yresthat" behold vs on this eth, 


are devided by Sr Paul into 2. ſottes. 
x*Cor. 4-9- Mherok the fomicris'cal- 
leb the wozlo . The latter men. By the 
w6)lde , hee vnderſtandeth tbe wicked 
of the woꝛld: that as they liue in the woꝛld 
ſo they delight in and lone the ſame, ne⸗ 
ther can like any thing that ſutes not to 
their wondly affections . Thefe men, 
though they can foꝛz their advantage, 
pꝛetend much holinelle, pet they intend 
the overthrow ok religion, with the pꝛea⸗ 
ching and pꝛactize therof. Now foꝛ them 
no man that hath God and a good tonſci⸗ 
ence, to be witneffes of his well dooing. 
needs to care, but ought to go one, in the 
fame whatſoever they ſay to the contra⸗ 
rie as our ſaviour by his workes + wozds 
bath taughevs. Math. 15. 1213.1 
The men beholvers, are either weake 
in the kaith, oz (rong in the faith: 
the weake in the faith, are either ſuch as 
are offended with the vling of things in · 
dikferent, oz ſuch as are offended with 
the reluling vk the ſame. The lozmer lort 


are uthas bee perfwaped;that che wow 
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where things or their owne nature invif* 


ferent ,but heretofoze abuſed in the time 


of Popery, are vſed, And theſe men had 


rather flie from the wozd , then bee pꝛe⸗ 
ſẽt to ſee ſuch a ceremonie as the ſurples 
wozne as by experience J knewe 600. 
men and women flie from a ſermon, be · 
cauſe the ſurpleſſe was worne in the ſer⸗ 
mon time, ſuch men are indeede weake, 
fo: they will either haue Chꝛiſt naked oz 


none of him at all, not conſidering, that 


the kingdome ol God ſtandech not in any 
out ward thing. Rom. 14. 17, 18. 
The weake of the other ſoꝛte are they 
who bee ſo addicted to the ceremonies; 
that eicher they will haue them vſed oz 
els they will not heare the wozd, no} re⸗ 
ceiue the lacramẽts. Yea they are reſol- 
ved, that the wozd and ſacramentes are 
bettered by the ceremonies and made of 
leſſe foxce without them. Theſe men 
mult haue Chꝛiſt in what garment plea- 
ſeththem ,o2 they will haue none ofhim 
at all. Now what muſt a miniſter do in 
15 tale , allhee, hand ouer headvſe 
v2 


d. R A Sermon preached. 
oz refuſe the ceremonies ? A trowe not. 


But mult teach both theſe their weake- 
neſſes, by declaring vato them, chat the 
commannders and vꝛgers ofceremontes 
are of two ſozts,and they haue either of 
them a ſeverall end of their commaunde- 


ment. The one ſozte of commaunders 


and vꝛgers are the Pope & his adherẽts, 
the end of whole commandement ts to 
bynde mens tonſcit̃ces vnto the vſe of ce⸗ 
remonies vppon paine of dãnation. Yea 
they will not ſtick to purſue to death ſuch 
as refuſe any one of their ceremonies: & 
by this meanes many a pooze wꝛetch is 
dꝛiven, foꝛ feare of one wicked man, to 
vleſuch things againſt his owne conſci- 
ence,anv with the grievous ollẽte of the 
weake: both which are iutollerable ſins, 
agatnſt himſelle that doth the thing, a» 
gainſt his weake bzother that ſeeth the 
thing done, and againſt Chyithe head 
of the myſticall body. Any one of which 
offences is ſuſũcient to cauſe a good chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian to reſolue with himſelle, never to 
vle the lurpleſſe oꝛ any ſuch ceremony in 
{uch a cale. Foꝛ, God fozbid that ſuch cõ- 
| maunders 
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maunders and v2gers of ceremonies as 
are che popes friends, ſhould dꝛaw a man 
into the danger ok his owne ſoule, where⸗ 
as wee are taught rather to obeye God 
then men, Acts. 5. 29. and to go foʒward 
in our calling without fcare what man 
can do vnto vs. 

The other ſoꝛte of commaunders and 
vꝛgers are chꝛiſtian pꝛiaces, and ſuch 
as are ſubſtituted of them, who cõmand 
and vꝛge ſuch things, becauſe no church 
government can ſtand without ſome ce- 
remontes . And it is thought fit by them, 
that in one and the ſame region and regi- 
ment, one vnifozme oꝛder ſhould be vlev, 
which otherwile being left, to the dil⸗ 
crecid of everie pꝛivate ma,chcre would 
be as great varietie and alteration in ce⸗ 
remontes, as there is in appareil. To 
p2event which diſoꝛder, certain ceremo- 
nies are ſtil tcetamed by the Queens moſt 
excellent maieſtie ( whome God longe 
pꝛeſerue ) not to binde mens conſciences 
W feare ot dãnatiõ, but to traine all her 
ſubiects in due obedience, reſpecting 
this end, that acco2ding to the Apoſtles 

doctrine 
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doctrine, all things may bee done com- 
Ip and in ozder, Foz as diſozder in the 


common wealth is dãgerous. So much 
moꝛe in the church of God : foz thereby 
men are bzought from ſuperſtition to no 
religion, a thing in theſe laſt dapes 
much to bee regarded. But ſome men 
will aſke, what il the things commauns- 
ded by the pꝛince, haue beene heretokoze 
abuſed in the time of ſuperſtition, may 
we then vle them with a good coſcience? 
A aunlwer pea, it the thing commaunded 
bee one of Gods creatures, when the ſu- 
perſtition is removed and it reſtozed to 
the oꝛiginal without offence to his con · 
ſcience that vſeth the ſame, the people 
beeing taught, the indifferencie ofthe 
thing, viz, that it is not fozbidden in 
the wozde, neither by expꝛeſſe cõmaun⸗ 
dement, noz by neceſſarie conſequence 
then it may bee vled, without grudge 
02 ſcruple of conſcience . As foz example, 
the cenſoꝛs which the conſpiratours a- 
gainſt Moſes and Aaron abuſed, were 
lawfully made a coveringtfo2 the altar 
ofthe lozve Numb. 16. And alſo ow wt 
: ocke 
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locke fedd. 7. peares to bee ſacrificed to 
Baall , was now ſacrificed to the loꝛde 
with the woode of the grove, and by the 
lowe accepted. Foꝛ the abuſe was taken 
away, the thing was bꝛought backe to 
his oꝛiginall, and then vſed in the ſervice 
of the loꝛde, and not by him reiected. So 
muſt wee deale in the pꝛattiſe of thinges 
indifferent to cut ofoccaſion from them 
that ſeeke occaſion, that God in al things 
map bee gloꝛiſted, the pꝛince obeyed, ſu- 
perſtion baniſhed, the people ediſied and 
the peace of the church pꝛeſerved. Thus 
ſhall the weake of neither ſoꝛte. haue any 
iuſt cauſe to be offt ded with our vſing ol 
things indifferent. Andthus much of ths 
that are weake in the faith. 

The other ſozte , namely the ſtronge 
in the faith, knowe the right vſe of 
things indikferent, al well as hee that v< 


leth them him ſelfe. Foꝛ as they cannot 


bee greeved with the vſe, ſo will they noe 
be offended with the want ol ſuch things. 
But when they are pꝛactiſed theſe men 
remember the obedience due vnto pꝛin⸗ 
tes. And when not vled they call to mind 
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that the woozde of God is neither bette- 
red by them, no2 made wozſe with the 
want ofthem.TAhere a man hath ſuchto 
looke vpon him, he may without ſcruple 
of conſcience vſe the ceremonies, to ſhem 
his odedience to chʒiſtiã pꝛinces. her- 
koze to conclude, let every man in the 
vle ot things indifferent meaſure his ac- 
tions towards his weake bꝛother by cha⸗ 
ritie; let his charitie p2occede.of fayth, 
and his faith abhozre the Pope, c bʒing 
loꝛth true obedience to his pꝛince, not ſo 
much foꝛ feare of puniſhment, as foꝛ con- 
ſcience lake. So ſhall hee neither of: 
fend his bꝛother, his prince, no2 his 
God. And then needeth hee not to care 
who ſeeth him, to pꝛactiſe things indif- 
ſerent. And thus much of the lirſt ob- 
ſervation. 
If any man fee thee. t. In theſe woꝛds 
againe our Apoſtle covertlie giveth a ca- 
veat to everp mã to take heed to his eies, 
leſt by them hee bee imboldened to im- 
itate ſuch thinges as are wzought in 
his ſight . From whence wee learne, 

that ſinne entereth into our ſouls by our 
eyes 


— — —— 
— * 


at Eggiogroni; .* 2 67 
ries as light into an houſe by p window? 
fox che eie vieweth the obiect, and ſendes 
is by degrees into the heart; the hart põ- 
deteth vpon the repozt, yeeldeth conſent, 
aud ſetteihthe eie on wozke to perfozme 
the harts deſire. Andhereofit cõmeth y 
our ſaviour Chziſt ſapth, a wicked eye 
Toitmerh out ot the hart, and defileth the 
man. Mark. 7. 22. Dea and pꝛoceedeth 
turther, affirming that he who looketh v; 
-pon a woman and luTeth, after her, hath 
rommitted adultertealreavie with her in 
+hin:hearto,>Math, 5. 28. Derevppon 

David maketh this earneſt pꝛaier, turne 
a wap mine eies. D loꝛd, from regarding 
:vantitie. Pal. 119. 37. Mherefoge it is 
good foꝛ vs. rather then thus tooffend by 
them, to plucke chem out and caſt them 
krom vs, Math. 1 8.9, which courſe if our 
greate grandmother Hevah had taken, 
hen ſhee looked vpon the apple, ſhe had 
not ſo ſoone peelded vnto lathan, neither 
intiled her hulband to doe the like, noꝛ 
inmiapped mankinde in 5 vnſufferable, 
an pet vnavoidable curſe of God, Gen, 
356. The ſonnes of Cod that behelde the 
. . bewtie 
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bewty of the daughters of men and chat 
them wiues by light, not by vertue were 
à great catiſe ofthe general deluge. Gen. 
6. 2. David had litle ioy a great while 


of that light of Bathſheba. His fegte 


meate had very ſower ſauce, 2. Sam. 11. 
# 12. per totum. Mherefoze let everye 
man bee admoniſhed with lob to male a 
covenaunt with his eyes, not tolackevps 
on any vnlawlull thing. And if hee can« 
not rule them, let him plucle them oute 
that they may not bee an impediment to 
his ſonle . And thus much o this {te 
conde obſervation. = 
That haſt knowledge &c. The A. 

poltle here noteth that men ol knowledge 
map abuſe the fame to the hurt of others 
and ſo make that exellent quality hurtful 
to them ſelues, and to them with whom 
they converſe. From whence this obſer⸗ 
vation naturally ariſeth, that, that which 
is commanded in the ſubſtance, may be 
made ſinne in the tirciiſtance .. Foz God 
will haue all our actions to bee ſuitable 
to his will, both in matter and ſozme, 


otherwiſe they are not good in his _ 
i 
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commandeth except we doe it as he com 
maundeth the ſame to bee done. Moſes 
Aaron are commended, not only fox 
obſerving che commaundement, but alſo 
becauſe that as the loꝛd commãded Mo- 
ſes Aaron, even ſo did thep, Exod, 7. 
6. Dur ſaviour Chailt ( when hee hab 
waſhed bis viſciples feete)biddeth them, 
not oulp to doe that which hee had doone, 
but alſo as hee had done, Iohn. 13. 14. 
x5. Foꝛ as well the fozme as the matter 
muſt concurr in everie action.Uherfoze 
if pou marke it, you ſhall perceiue that 
every thing bath his limitation , Dut of 
which cumpaſſe vertue is turned into 
vice; as fox example alms veeds, pꝛaier c 
faſtmg, are commaunded and commen- 
den hy Chyoiſt- Telus, pet may they bee 
wzoughes unt be acceptable vnto God, 
as gur ſavio2 manifeſtlyneclareth, Mat. 
6. tom the a. verſe vntua the i $fox there 
we may ſee that il he whegiverh almes, © 
cauſe a trmupet to be blomn betoꝛe him, 
og deſire tu bee ſeene of men, 02 to bee 
pzailed ow, beg ts gone out af tbe 
compaſſe 
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Fonpaſle and hach loſt his reward Pꝛal⸗ 
er is commended likewiſe and the fozme 
thereof ſec powne: but hee that pꝛaieth. 
malt not run into the ſtreetes and open 
places tu bee viewed and pꝛayſed of men, 
neither may hee vſe vaine repetit ions, as 
the papiſts, noꝛ much babling as the hea· 
then. Faſting alſo is a pꝛeparatiue vn⸗ 

to man vertues, but pet a man may nei. 
ther looke ſower, noz diſfigure his face 
tobeeſeeneofmen, no2 thinke to make 
God indebted vnto him foz hisfaſting,as 
though hee had neede of it. Knowledge 
in like ſozte is commanved in the ſcrip. 
ture, and wee —— to cal al⸗ 

ter knomlevge, to cry fo vuderſtanding, 
to ſeeke fo it as fo ſilver, and to ſearch 
fo; it as fo treafures , Pro. 3. 3.4 yea 
and to account our ſelues happpe when 
wee finve it, fo2 ignoꝛance is very hate⸗ 
full vaco God and hurrfull vnto mt᷑. Het 
koꝛ all that, knowledge mult keepe her 
ſelle within her bonds, ſhe muſt not pufle 


— — ſhe muſt daue 


charitie her companion and gulde. And 


holwlorver ſhe max ſhew her lelfe in her 
dimenſions 


at Eggingtoh. 
ink 
to ſtrangers, that is, the ignozant, 
muft make hor — —— 
litle, as they are able to reteiut her to 
their edification, and not to their deſtrur⸗ 
tion. Foz ſhe muſt bee to the igudzant 
as milke to babes. To the wenke, as 
hearbes to ſickly ſtomackes, and tu the 
ſtrong as ſtronge meate fo men. Any 
to evryone as they are able to abide her, 
that at the length, by her they may bee 
wonne vnto the loꝛde. Foz haue her they 
muſt in ſome meaſure , oz els heaven 
will bee no habitation fo2 them Fox 
knowledge is the mother and dug 
of faith . And is io alldciated vnto faith, 
p none can be ſaved bur ſuch as bekerue 
and come to the knowledge of the truth 
1. Tun.. 4. 1. Pet. r. . And what fhouly 
Ilfay more, the caſeisrlear.Tlhatfoever 
thou doll, be it neuer lo good in fubſtarr⸗ 
4 rirtüuũtt. Be 
neuer ſo holp in the matter, per mark 
chou lo ſoile it in p maner of doing ode 
loꝛd mapinfkly adore it, rhoutchhe hae 
cõmanded thee Pa 
n : done 
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done as hee commandeth. And thus much 
ol the third obſervation, 

Sit at table in the Idols temple. Our 
Ayoltie woulde haue the Jdolatrous 
place and perſons auoided, as where and 
among whome no good can bee gotten to 
amansſelfe and muchevill may bee ſuſ- 
ſpetted to come thereby. Foz often it 
commeth to paſſe, that with whom wee 
converſe familiarly in wozldely thinges, 
by him wee are dzawne, either from our 
profeſſion , oz from the fozmer zeale, wee 
were wont to haue there in, beſides the 
cozruptionofour maners. Mherby we 
ate taught this necellarie lellon, to be cus 
rious of the place and company we keep, 

A eh even 
wauers.Fo) ech pitch ya 
be 8 with, which the loꝛve 


baer, out from and touch nae 
vnc 2 —_— c ofthe mideſt of 
her het e carrie the vel; 

of thelozd,Ila,5 3. 11. And this cau- 


ſed our e n 1 R be- 


©y ? 
N. 
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tweene the godly and vngodly. 2 Cor. 6. 
14.1 5. Lot muff packe out of Sodome 
Gen. 19. 75 Che congregation ofthe 
Lom muſt feperate themſelues 4; dag 
tents of Corah , Dathan and A iron, 
Numb. 16. 26. Tehoſhaphar is won⸗ 
der at by the pꝛophet, that he wil helpe 
the wicked and 1 their compamp that 
hate the lozde, 2. Paral. 19. 2. whatvoth 
allthis teath vs, but that wee dught to 
beecurious with whom wee keepe com · 
pany, leſt thereby wee not only hurt our 
ſelues but offend the Loꝛde. But ſome 
men will ſay. doe pee abſolutely condẽne 
accompanying with the wicked? Jaum⸗ 
ſwer no. Foz as aPhiſition map bee in 
the tompanpe of the licke, having thts 
end to heale them, ſo may a good man 
bee inthe alſlembly of the wicked, having 
this purpoſe to win them vnto the Loꝛd. 
Do Chꝛiſt kept company with the publi- 
cans and ſinners, not allowing or their 
life , but perſwading them to ameny- 
ment . And whenhee was carpedat by 
the malitious, hee defended his vooings 
by thzee _— The firfk — 

rom 
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fromthe neede pthe parties had of him 
wich whom hee converſed. The ſeconde 
hee dꝛewe trom the diſpoſitio o the lad. 
who is moze delighted with mercy ſhew- 
ed inthe converſion ol a ſinner then wich 
all other ſacrifices. And the third argu; 
ment hee dꝛaweth from the end of his of- 
fice, which was to call ſinners ts repen · 
tance, Math 9. 12. 13. Wherefore in 
ſuchcaſes wee map lawfully keene com⸗ 
pany with ſinners, without hurt vnto 
our ſelues, and with much pzofic vato 
them. Dtherwiſe wee ought to obſerue 
the generall doctrine to bee curiaus ot 
the place and perſons with whame wee 
keepe company, left we hurt our lelues 
and doo them no good. And thus much 
of the fourth obſervacton . | 
Shall not the conſcience ofhimthat 
is weake bee boldened to eate, ic. Dur 
Apoſtle fozeſeeing that ſmall offences 
woulde grieue and perpler the weake, 
admoniſheth the Corinthians to haue a 
ſpecial regard not to trouble ſuch cõſciẽ - 
ces withthe abuling of their knowledge. 
Fr6 hence we learne, that ſuch as make 
- conſcience 


; at Eggington. 
tonſcience ot every thing which they do, 
muſt circumſpectly bee dealt with, leſt 
they bet led out ofthe wap, oz bet di- 
ven to diſpaire by a matter of it ſelſe of 
ſmall impoꝛtance. Fm there are fome 
that yeeld thẽſelues ſo humbly vuta the 
wozdpzeached , that when anything is 
denounced, their harte melteth E their 
fleſh trembleth. And though it dee not 
applyed bythe pꝛeacher, pet they apply 
it very ſtrictly vnto them ſelues. And il 
any fault whereofthey are gullty be am⸗ 
plified , 03 a comfoꝛt not pꝛeſentiy mini- 
ſtren, they are in the hozroꝭs of death, 
9 brought almoſt into veſperation. Mom 
becauſe theſe are the beit people, and the 
neareſt to the kingdome ol God, Pal. gz, 
17. Iſa. 66. 2. Math. 11. a 8. Te oughe 
to bee moſt carefull otthem, and to re⸗ 
moue all ſtumhling blockes out ofthett 
way. As fo example, it they haue a great 
zeale but not accoꝛding to knowledg we 
vat yn am — 
without wꝛangling diſputations :- 
wee are taught, him that is weake wks 
Foyt receiue vnto pou:but not with con- 
B 4 rroverſies 


. OF. 
uy 
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troverſies of viſputations, Rom. 14. 1. 
$ And ik hee. — wie 
bee pꝛevented with a fault ( as who is free 
krom falling) we muſt not aggravate oꝛ 
amplify the ſame, but follow that rule 
whichthe holy ghoſt teacbetb. Vaethzen, 
tfamanbee fallen by occaſion: into anye 
Lault, yee-whichare ſpirituall, reſfoze 
uch a ang by the ſpirit of meekenes tũſi⸗ 
dering thy lelfe, leſt thou alſo be temp: 
ted. Beere pee one an others burthen & 
ſo fultill the lawe of Chꝛiſt, Gal. 6. 1. 2. 
Mie which are ſtrong, ougbt ta beare 
the infirmities ol the weake, and nat to 
pleaſe our ſelues. Rom. 15. 1. Foz if 
it hee David that bach ſinned, teil hum 
haut of it, and hee will confeſſe it and be 
woe at the heart faq it, thou needeſt nat 
todwell much vpon ir. And il it be Pe 
tert hat hath donne umiſſe, let Cbꝛiſt but 
Jaoks backe vpon him, hee will goe out 
foꝛthwich and weepe bitterly: There 
foze ſuch tender conlciences, muſt choiſe- 
I bee dealt wit hall, leit they be ſwallow- 
ed vp of over much ſozrowe,, And thus 
nn = fifoblervation. - 
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at Eggingron . 
Thoſe thin gs that are offered vnto 
Idoles. Dur Apoſtle in theſe wozdes 
maketh it evident, that there is a 2. fold 
tatin got that which is ſacrificed vnto J 
dols. Foz one man hath knowledge. and 
thereby is inſtructed, that the meate 
which hee eatech hach beene ſacrificed to 
Idoles, pet is neither betterednoz made 
wozle thereby. An other man that wan⸗ 
teth knowledge, maketh conſcience ot 
che meate and thinketh that it is much 
bettered by the ſacrificing, and ſo his 
couſciencc being weake is deſiled. Ther · 
foze the Apoſtle reſtraineth the fozmer 
from vſing bis liberty, vntill the latter 
be further inſtrueted, in the right vle of 
ſuchychings. From whence we may dꝛaw 
this doctrine: that a man, who either 
bath ox wanteth knowledge, map by the 


9 


vndilereete cariage ot himſelfe,in the vſe 


of things indifferent, make that ſinne, 
which God hath neither commanded noz 
fozbidven in his wozde , Dee that hath 
knowledge may ſinne one way, that is, 
by viing his liberty, to the offence ot an 
other chꝛiſtian that is weake. Unto bim 

11 therefore 
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therefoze , ic muſt often be intulcated, 
deſtroy not the woꝛke of God foz meate. 
lake, All things indeede are pure, but 
it is evil fo the man that eateth with of- 
fence. It is good neither to eate ſſeſhe noꝛ 
to dzinke wine, noz any thing whereby 
thy bzother. tumbleth oz is offended oz 
made weake, Rom. 14.20.21. There- 
oze he offendeth God, that wittingly 
aud willingly giveth offence vnto the 
weake, by the vſing of things indifferent. 
Now he that wanteth knowledge map 
oftende in the vſe of thinges indifferent 
chꝛee waies. | | 
Firlt.if he vſe the ſame vnto an other 
end the fo2 which it was oꝛdained of God. 
As ita man vſe this mcate 6 refuſethat, 
vle this garment , and refuſe that, thin» 
king therby to pleaſe God, he indeede 
ſinneth againſt him. Foz hee muſt vn 
derſtand that the kingdom of God is not 
meate and d2inke ; but righteouſneſſes 
peace, æ ioy in the holy ghoſt. Foz who- 
loener in thele things ſerveth Chzift, 
is acceptable vnto God and appꝛoved ot 
men. Rom. 14. 17.18. Foz every creas 
£91402 ture 


: - ar Eggington. | 
ture of God is good and none to be refu- 
ſed, if it bee received with giuing of 
thankes. 1. Tim. 4. 4. TUherefoʒe he that 
inventeth an holyer vſe ot Gods crea · 
tures then that wherunto they were oz; 
dained,doth as it were ſec God to ſchoole 
than which, what can be moꝛe malapart⸗ 
Iy done. Iſa. 40.1 3. 1 4. ſecondly theythat 
want knowledge may offende in the va 
of things indifferent thus: as if they haus 
à reſolute opinion, that the vle of fuch 
things offendeth God, and yet willgoa 
on inthe pꝛactilſe thereof ;- againſt.cheiy 
owne conſciente,they indeede, grevouſs 
ly offend againſt God. Foz to him that 
iudgeth any thing to be vncleane, to him 
it is vncleane, Rom. 1414. And it a 
mans owne conſtience condemne him 
of diſobedience , who can abſolue him, 
1. Io. 3. 20. And thirdly hee that wan⸗ 
teth knowledge, map offend his God 


thus, when hee pꝛopoſeth a thing by 


himſelfe to bee done, and doubteeh 
whether hee ſhall doe well oz ill in tha 
doing of the ſame , vet fo ſome out ward 
reſpect hee puts the lame thing in ere« 

cution. 
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ctifion. Fo? hee that doubteth is convents 
ned if hee eate , becauſe hee eateth not 


of fayth. And whatſoever is not of faith 


is ſinne , Rom. 14. 23, Therefoze in 
the name of Chyit Jeſus,let both ſtrong 
and weake looke warelp to their actions, 
that they offend neither God, their 
weake bzetheren, noz their owne con- 
ſciences. And thus much of the firlt 
Ratte. = 

Che ledond part contayneth the rea. 
bons co mooue men to bee circumſpect 
ki*the- carlage of themſelues in the 


matter of things indifferent. Mhere. 


of the-firlt is this that hee that omit- 
tech chis dutie ſhall cauſe him to pe- 
tiſh foz whome Chyiſt died, verſe 11. the 
ſecond extendeth it lelke vnto the perſe- 
cuting of Chꝛiſt Jeſus fo2 whatſoever 
is donne vnto any one of his church, he 
takech as donne vnto himlelfe, verſ. 12. 
And laſt of all hee that omitteth this 
duty oppoleth himſelfc againft Pauls re- 
ſolution who was guided by the ſpirit of 
God . And thus much at this time. 
Let vs pay gc. 


